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Regular Board of Education Meeting 

Wallkill Senior High School Auditorium 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

 

The following are the Superintendent's recommendations: 

 

1. Public Comment – Agenda #1 

At 7:00 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.   

 

➢ A parent addressed the Board of Education regarding the District-Wide Safety Plan. 

➢ A parent addressed the Board of Education regarding her concerns related to COVID-19 guidelines from the CDC, County 

Departments of Health and the State Department of Health.  She also expressed concerns about taking student 

temperatures at the doors and students wearing masks. 

• Mr. Castle commented that he has been advocating for the county to change quarantine requirements and that we just 

received a letter from Dr. Smith, Ulster County Commissioner of Health, with revised quarantine guidelines. 

 

2. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance – Agenda #2 

A 7:16 p.m. the meeting was called to order by Vice President Tom Frisbie in the Senior High School Auditorium. 
 

 Members Present Members Absent 

Mrs. Anderson Mr. LoCicero 

Mr. Bartolone Mr. Spencer  

Mrs. Crowley 

Mr.  Frisbie 

Mr. Palen  

Mr. Petroccelli 

Mr. Conor Warren [Student Board Member] 
 

Also present were Superintendent Castle, Assistant Superintendents Devincenzi and Herrington. 

 

3. Approve Minutes - [1/20/21 Regular Board Meeting] – Agenda #3 

Mr. Palen moved the Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the minutes of the 

January 20, 2021, Regular Board of Education Meeting. 

 

Motion seconded by Mr. Bartolone and carried 6 – 0. 

 

4. Approve Minutes - [2/4/21 Special Board Meeting] – Agenda #4 

Mr. Petroccelli moved the Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the minutes of the 

February 4, 2021, Special Board of Education Meeting. 

 

Motion seconded by Mr. Bartolone and carried 6 – 0. 

 

5. Board Committee Reports – Agenda #5 

Audit:   

Mrs. Crowley reported that the Audit Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.   
 

Budget:    

Mrs. Devincenzi reported that the Board has been provided projected class sizes with the new inclusion model and a budget 

update worksheet.  Since the last board meeting, the roll-over budget was adjusted to reflect retirements and adjustments to 

TRS, Social Security benefits and health insurance.  There are still areas that need to be explored such as health insurance, final 
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State Aid projections, BOCES and potentially an addition of an ENL teacher.  Finally, the District will submit a Tax Levy to be 

within the cap to the State by March 1st that currently reflects a 1.81% increase.  It is the tenth year that the District has been 

within or below the Tax Levy Limit.  
 

Mr. Castle commented that the budget still needs to be reduced by about $800,000.  Thus, the District will continue to look at 

health insurance costs, BOCES expenses, and possible reduction of two (2) instructional positions at the elementary level 

because enrollment has decreased (class sizes remain small) and two (2) instructional positions at the High School with a 

minimum of four (4) instructional positions being eliminated through attrition.  These savings will help the District to be below 

a 2% budget increase and have a 1.81 % Tax Levy.  Like every year, the District is being mindful of the taxpayers while at the 

same time ensuring we are providing the best education to our students.  One of the concerns regarding the State budget is the 

State supplanting State monies with Federal monies.  Thus, the District will use forecast planning to determine how many years 

those monies may be available.  The District will have a better idea once we receive our final State Aid projections.  It’s possible 

that we will be able to implement a new special education K-6 inclusion model at Leptondale and Ostrander Elementary Schools.  

Mr. White will present more on this model either at the March Board of Education meeting or a Special Board of Education 

meeting in April.  In addition, we may need to explore adding a new ENL teacher due to State requirements.   

Mr. Castle recognized the Administrators and Mr. Devincenzi for doing a great job in working on developing a plan for next 

year.  If additional State monies become available, one of the things the District will look at is adding back the K-8 Summer 

Academy Program to help support students. 
 

Buildings & Grounds:  

Mr. Frisbie reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  The next committee 

meeting is scheduled to meet at 6:00 p.m. on February 24, 2021.  Additionally, the District is in the process of purchasing a plow 

that will allow us to remove snow from the turf safely.  The plow was recommended by the turf installer. 
 

CDEP:   

Mrs. Anderson reported that the CDEP committee has not meet since the last Board meeting.  The next committee meeting is 

scheduled at 3:00 p.m. on April 14, 2021 via Zoom. 
 

Curriculum/TAG: 

Mrs. Anderson reported that the Curriculum/TAG Committee met on February 3, 2021.  Two representatives from the High 

School English Department, Karen DeKoskie and Amanda Murphy, gave the committee an update on the unit they have been 

working with Dr. Javon Hunter to develop.  The Department established a mission statement and identified a theme for each 

grade level (9 - 12) as part of this work.  The unit that is in the process of being developed focuses on the District’s need to 

update the curriculum to ensure that we are:  providing students with opportunities to choose from more diverse texts, 

including culturally relevant pedagogy in our lessons, allowing for different groups and ideas to become a part of the fabric of 

the school community through project based learning activities, and providing for social-emotional strategies to be embedded 

within our ELA lessons.  The committee will continue to work with Dr. Hunter and will also be working with Ulster BOCES 

to provide teachers with additional professional development to help teachers outline State Learning Standards that will be 

taught and addressed throughout the unit along with embedding strategies within the unit that will support the use of student 

choice. 
 

Mrs. Werlau gave the committee an update on TAG.  Students in the three elementary schools and the middle school participated 

in a spelling bee in January and the winner from each building has been invited to participate in the 2021 Capital Region Spelling 

Bee which will be an online test that will be administered virtually on March 24, 2021.  Also, Mrs. Werlau has been working 

with the TAG liaisons in the elementary buildings to schedule a George Steele virtual workshop in the Spring.  The committee 

was advised that the Lego League is not up and running this year, so programming was changed to include a project-based 

learning activity for elementary students.  TAG liaisons will work with students virtually after-school and utilize the Renzulli 

online learning platform to research a topic of interest and then they will design and create a project to share with the learning 

community virtually and highlight what they learned.  The next committee meeting is scheduled to meet at 3:30 p.m. on  

March 2, 2021, in High School Room 126. 
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Health & Safety: 

Mr. Palen reported that the Health & Safety Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  The next committee meetings 

are scheduled for February 18, 2021, at 3:30 p.m. via Zoom and on March 10, 2021, at 4:00 p.m. in the High School 

Auditorium.  

 

Legislative:  

Mr. Petroccelli deferred to Mr. Castle to comment on his meetings with our legislators.  Mr. Castle commented that he met with 

Senator Skoufis, Senator Martucci, Assemblyman Jacobson and Assemblyman Cahill who have been supportive of his State Aid 

suggestions.  He is also due to meet with Assemblyman Miller who had to reschedule.  Mr. Castle also had conversations with 

the County Health Departments and County Executive Patrick Ryan regarding quarantine guidelines.  Our concerns have been 

addressed and revised guidelines were provided today from the Ulster County Health Department.  Mr. Castle will provide a 

letter to parents/guardians on February 18, 2021, along with the letter we received from Dr. Smith, Ulster County 

Commissioner of Health.  He will also send out a call to parents/guardians explaining the revised quarantine guidelines. 
 

Policy:  

Mr. Palen reported that the Policy Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  There are two (2) policies on the 

February 17th Board agenda for second reading.  The next committee meeting is scheduled at 6:00 p.m. on March 9, 2021, at 

District Office. 
 

Technology: 

Mrs. Herrington reported that the Technology Committee has not meet since the last Board meeting.  The next committee 

meeting is scheduled at 3:30 p.m. on March 8, 2021, in High School Room 126. 
 

Wellness: 

Mr. Bartolone reported that the Wellness Committee has not meet since the last Board meeting.  The next committee meeting is 

scheduled at 3:30 p.m. on April 13, 2021. 
 

Student Rep:  

Mr. Conor Warren reported the following: 
 

➢ In Sports: 

• Nordic Ski has had five races so far, and the ski team hopes to have between two and four more this season.  After 

Sectional Championships this week, the thirteen (13) members of the team will focus on enjoying themselves with some 

fun activities. Team Captain Alex Temidis is ranked second in Section IX. 

• Basketball will have a fast-paced season of three weeks.  The Boys and Girls Varsity teams plan on playing six games in 

that window. 

• Conor read a statement from student-athlete Kylie Detz (class of 2021) who thanked the Board for the opportunity to 

participate in the Winter Sports Season.  

o Mr. Frisbie, on behalf of the Board asked Conor to provide appreciation and thanks to Kylie and her teammates.  

Mr. Frisbie also thanked the administrators for their hard work on putting together the Higher Risk Sports 

programs. 

➢ The Class of 2021 and SGA plan to meet on Thursday, February 18, 2021, to discuss some potential remote and in-person 

spirit-raising activities for students to enjoy. 

➢ Students in the music department are continuing to work on their NYSSMA solos and concert music. 

➢ The Leo Club has been working on a few exciting projects.  Members have written Valentine’s Day cards to local seniors, 

sent videos of gratitude to local veterans, and arranged some STEM activities for elementary students. 
 

Discussion: 

Mr. Castle commented that on February 16, 2021, Conor met with him and Mr. Devincenzi and presented on a community 

solar project.  The question is whether or not this is something the District can participate in since the District currently bids 

out on our electric supply.  This will be further explored.  Conor will provide the Board of Education a PowerPoint regarding his 

research. 
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6. Consent Agenda 

Mr. Petroccelli moved items 6A through 6I and 7A and 7B be taken as consent agenda. 
 

Motion seconded by Mr. Bartolone and carried 6 – 0. 

 

Accept Resignation – Non-Instructional – Agenda #6.A.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Gisela Martinez Ortega 

from the position of Part-Time [0.50 FTE] Custodial Worker, effective February 19, 2021.  

 

Accept Resignations/Retirements – Instructional – Agenda #6.B.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of Melissa Beecher from the Wallkill Central School District [Elementary Education Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of James Greenhall from the Wallkill Central School District [Science Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of Sandi Hecht-Garcia from the Wallkill Central School District [Prevention Service Provider], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of Margaret Koonz from the Wallkill Central School District [Special Education Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of Karen Psilopoulos from the Wallkill Central School District [Elementary Education Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of Jerome Scully from the Wallkill Central School District [Business Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 

 

Approve Appointments – Co-Curricular – Agenda #6.C.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointments of the following  

individuals to the Middle School Co-Curricular position for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

Debra Rosenfeld   Drama Club Advisor   $745 [shared] 

Jesse Wallen DaSilva   Drama Club Advisor   $745 [shared] 
 

Approve Resolution – Higher Risk Fall 2 and Spring Sports – Agenda #6.D.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the New York State’s Re-Opening Guidance for Sports and Recreation activities categorizes 

sports/activities as lower risk, modern risk, and higher risk; and 
 

WHEREAS, on January 22, 2021 Governor Cuomo announced that sports categorized as higher risk sports will 

be permitted as of February 1, 2021 as permitted by the local health department; and 
 

WHEREAS, on January 27, 2021, the Ulster County Department of Health (UCDOH) issued its guidance on 

higher risk school sports in Ulster County; and 
 

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2021, the UCDOH issued new guidance on higher risk school sports and stated that 

the new guidance replaces the January 27, 2021 guidance; and 
 

WHEREAS, effective February 1, 2021, and until otherwise indicated, student-athletes are permitted to 

participate in K-12 sponsored sports categorized as higher risk in Ulster County provided the specific requirements 

of the January 31, 2021 UCDOH requirements are met; and 
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WHEREAS, UCDOH requires each board of education and/or the Superintendent to approve or certify the 

school district’s participation in each higher risk sports. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the Wallkill Central School District Board of Education hereby approves the participation 

in the following higher risk 2020-2021 Fall 2 and Spring sports in grades 7-12.  Participation is subject to compliance 

with the UCDOH guidance and other New York State and/or NYSPHSAA guidance pertaining to COVID-19. 
 

• Football 

• Volleyball 

• Cheerleading 

• Boys Lacrosse 

 

Approve Appointments – Coaching – Agenda #6.E.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the following appointments for the 

2020-2021 school year: 
 

HIGH SCHOOL: 

T.D. Mills   Varsity Baseball Coach    $4,579 

Joe Pillitteri    Assistant Varsity Baseball Coach  $3,365 

William Earl   Assistant Varsity Baseball Coach  Unpaid 

Noah Hershfield  Assistant Varsity Baseball Coach  Unpaid 

Sean Murphy   Varsity Softball Coach    $4,279 

Kevin Keesler   Assistant Varsity Softball Coach   $3,315 

Lisa Bouffard   Assistant Varsity Softball Coach   Unpaid 

Chelsea Murphy  Assistant Varsity Softball Coach   Unpaid 

A.J. Higby   Varsity Boys Tennis Coach   $3,365 

Mike Strano   Assistant Varsity Boys Tennis Coach  Unpaid 

Alex Danon   Varsity Boys Lacrosse Coach   $4,129 

Jordan Taylor   Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse Coach  $3,365 

Mike Jones*   Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse Coach  Unpaid 

Evan Longinott   Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse Coach  Unpaid 

Isaiah Wilson   Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse Coach  Unpaid 

Frank Croce*   Assistant Varsity Girls Lacrosse Coach  $3,265 

Eric McLaud   Varsity Boys Track & Field Coach  $4,579 

Natasha Kennedy  Varsity Girls Track & Field Coach  $4,579 

Jennifer Gravelle  Assistant Varsity Track & Field Coach  $3,815 

Francis Mancuso  Assistant Varsity Track & Field Coach  $3,415 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL: 

Michael Pritts   Modified Baseball Coach   $2,454 

Kelly Wood*   Modified Softball Coach    $2,164 

David Kelso   Modified Boys Lacrosse Coach   $2,294 

Leo Sladewski   Modified Boys Track & Field Coach  $2,724 

Jennifer Ippolito  Modified Girls Track and Field Coach  $2,164 
 

*Pending Issuance of License 

 

Approve Second Readings – Policy – Agenda #6.F.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the second reading of the following 

policies: 

1. Policy #1330 – Appointments by the Board of Education  

2. Policy #5660 – Records Management 
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Approve Substitute Lists – Agenda #6G.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the lists for individuals for teaching and 

non-teaching substitute positions. 

 

Approve Pre-School Special Education Placements – Agenda #6.H. 

The Board approve the placement of Pre-School Special Education students as recommended by the Committee on 

Special Education in its January minutes. 

 

Approve Special Education Placements – Agenda #6.I.   

The Board approve the placement of Special Education students as recommended by the Committee on Special 

Education in its January minutes. 

 

Accept Treasurer’s Report – Agenda #7.A. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent that the Board of Education has reviewed and accepts 

the Treasurer's Reports as of January 31, 2021 and Revenues as of January 31, 2021. 

 

Approve Agreement – YMCA of Kingston and Ulster County – Agenda #7.B.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the Agreement between the Wallkill 

Central School District and the YMCA of Kingston and Ulster County for the Swim Team to utilize their facility 

for swim practice. 

 

7. Public Comment – Agenda #8 

At 7:40 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.  No comment.  

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Palen asked about the possibility of acknowledging the student-athletes (especially seniors) in some way who are either 

participating or would have been eligible to participate in Higher Risk Sports.  Mr. Castle commented that usually these 

individuals are recognized not only in sports but other extra-curricular activities such as chorus, band and drama.  There will be 

a special section in the yearbook for seniors as well.  If not already created, committees will need to be organized to further 

discuss how to coordinate special recognition ceremonies of our seniors and their accomplishments. 

 

8. Executive Session – Agenda #9 

At 7:40 p.m. Mr. Petroccelli moved the Board enter Executive Session to discuss potential litigation and negotiations. 

 

Motion seconded by Mr. Palen and carried 6 – 0. 

 

The Board reconvened at 8:59 p.m. 

 

9. Close Meeting – Agenda #10 

At 9:00 p.m. Mr. Petroccelli moved to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Motion seconded by Mr. Palen and carried 6 – 0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kelli Corcoran 

District Clerk 


